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- Robert eApreece Eſquire his Caſe concerning the EleCtion for Knight of the 
Shire for the County of HUN TING T ON. | 


\Sir John Bernard and the ſaid Robert Apreece were Competitors for the ſaid Knizhtſhip. 


E He EleQion was at Huntington, on which day Sir Fohn entered the Town with a numerous Retinue of three or four 
ov. 22. thouſand Horſe and Foot the greateſt part of whom were Forcigners, out of the Counties of Northampron, Cam- 

1673+ bridg, Bedford, and Hertford. 
Mr. Apreece appeared with the majority of the Freeholders of the County, and fewy or no Foreigners amongſt 

them: Afﬀeer the Sheriff had taken a view, a Poll was demanded. 

Before the Poll began, upon the Sheriffs inſtance, it was mutually agreed between Sir Fehn and the ſaid Re- 

* bert Apreece, as followeth. 
1. Thar two of the Hundreds of the County ſhould be Polled at the High-Sherifts place of Polling, where Sir Joh» and the ſaid 


Robert ſat with him ; and the other two by the Under-Sheriff at his place of Polling, with whom ſat Sir Francis Compton and Sir 
Nicholas Pedley and others. 


2, That the Poll ſhould continue without adjournment till ended. 

3- That no Frecholders made ſince February 1672, ſhould Vote in the EleRion, unleſs ſuch as were ſoby deſcent or Marriage- 
Settlement. 

4. No Minors to Vote, nor ſuch who were not reſident in the County at the Time of the Teſte of the Writ. 

5. That iFany Perſon on cither {ide ſhould make ariy Diſturbance during the Poll, he thould be puniſhr according to Law. 

Theſe things being thus concluded, rhe Poll began, and continued till all Sir Foh# his Party was Polled ; Which done, Procla- 
mation was made for any others to come in 3 after which the High-Sheriff ſar a long time, and none coming, he cloſed the Poll, and 
caſt up the Votes z by which it appearcd, 

That Sir John had but 331 Votes, and Rebert Apreece had 598 ; fo that in the whole there were 929 Polled: And it being well 
known that there are but 1100 Frecholders in the County, there was bur 171 more to Poll if they had been all preſent. So that 
taking it for granted all thoſe 171 had been preſent and vored for Sir Fohn, yer would not that have made his Number equal to Ro- 
bert Apreece by 65 Voices. Whereupon the Sheriff proclaimed him duly Elected Knight of the Shire , and accordingly his Inden- 
ture was Sealed, and is returned with rhe Writ. . 

Object. 1. Sir John had the majority of Votes, but the Poll was cloſed before all his Men were Polled, which w.ts to his prejudice, And that this 
is trut, the perſons not Polled have teſtified under their hands ; ; 
IF ſuch Lift be produced. 
Anſwer. Many of the Perſons thercin named were Polled at the Election, the reſt of them were cither not reſident in the County, or 
_ . not in Town at the time of the Election; or ſuch who Sir Fohr, or ſome of his Agents hircd to ſet their Hands, or were made 
Drunk, and then got their hands, which next day they diſowned , or Frecholders made fince February, which by Agreement were 


not to be admizred ; or of ſuch as either. would not  __._ th,_ __- . > reeholders, or intruth they were , and ſo pht nor 
tq be admitted), | , 


F DHdjd& 2. There was Troop of Horſe in Town, and Force was uſed, and the People awed by Fines impoſed and threatned to be levied upon ſeveral 


of them for Defau:ts in the Militia. 


Anſwer. Sir Francis Compton's Troop hath quartered there many years, but werenot in Arms that day, nor never came out of Doors, but 


by order were kept ſhut up, that ſono diſturbance might be made; and it is rrue the Militia was called cogerher ſometime before the 
EleRion ; and there were ſome Detaulters who were fined according to the Statute by the Lievrenancy, but not one Fine levied, or 
Warrant iſſued for levying the ſame, nor was Mr. Apreece concerned therein. 

Objc&. 3. The Poll was illegally adjourned from the uſual place of Polling to Mr. Apreece his Lodzings. 

Anſwer. The Adjournment was occaſioned by Sir Fohn Bernard, whoſe Parry Mutinied, offered great Aﬀronts to the Sheriff, threatned 
to do Miſchief, and that the Streets might run down with Blood unleſs the Sheriff adjourncd the Poll: All poſſible means was uſed 
by the Sheriff. ro appeaſe the Diſturbance, and filence the Noiſe, but took not effe&t ; nor would Sir Fehr endeavour the ſame, but 
proteſted againſt che Poll, ſo that the Sheriff was forced to adjourn to another place z aud then the Queſtion being, To what place 
they ſhould adjourn? It was adviſed, To the great Room at the Crown, that being the place all Seſſions uſed to be adjourned unto 
which hapned to be Mr. Apreece his Quarters: But he left the place moſt of the tine that the Poll continued, and Proclamation was 


made in cvery Inn to call all Frceholders to the Poll ; and Sir Fohz invited by ſeveral Meſſengers to the ſame, and all his Party 
that came were firſt Polled. | h 

Objea. 5. Mr. Apreece is a ſuſpected Papiſt, his Election was promoted by that Party. 

Anſwer. There are but two Frecholders that are in the County known to be Papiſts ; And one of them offering to Poll for Mr. Apreece, 


he publickly refuſed the ſame in the face of the County. - And the ſaid Apreece hath conſtantly taken the Sacrament every ycar,and 
undergone the Teſt d:reted by thelate AR of Parliament, * 


s Sir John his Election, according to the uſual Proceedings of the Houſe, onght to be avoided, thaugh he ſhould have hapned 
to have had the majority of Votes. | | 


1. Becauſemany of his Voices were purchaſed with Money and other Gratuitics. 
2. Many obtained by Threatnings and Menaces. 


- 3+ Heinvited his Party to affront the Gentry, and appointed them not to come with Switches, but gooJ Clubs, and incouraged 
and deſired in many Towns all the Inhabirants to come, though they -had no Voices, and bore their Charges. 
4. He interrupted che Poll himſelf before the ſame was adjourned, 
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